
The Dartmouth Class of 1965 Meeting Room 

Moosilauke Ravine Lodge  

Front Elevation to be completed September 2017 

 

Proposal 

 Through the generousity of lead donors Hank Amon ’65, Russell Carson ’65, Dr. Richard E. Jones ’65,  

Ed Keilble ’65, Th’66, Th’67 (deceased March 19, 2017), and Allen Zern ’65, T’66, as well as four 

Classmates (David Beattie ’65, Th’66, David Bush, M.D. ’65, Reverand W. Shepley Curtis ’65, and 

John C. Daily ’65),  we have raised $300,000 and secured the naming rights for the Class of 1965 

Meeting Room. 

 We would like to raise an additional $50,000 to provide a maintenance fund endowment, as 

described in more detail below.  As you recall, we provided a similar endowment for the Class of 

1965 Bunkhouse.  
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Main Gathering and Dining Room – Upper Level  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Floor Plan – Lower Level  
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Library and Social Room – Lower Level  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It all Started with the Class of 1965 

When we first started contemplating our 50th reunion gift in 2011 and considered replacing our 1970s 

era bunkhouse, we asked the College for a master plan for the Ravine Lodge Complex renovation.  The 

report, completed in May 2012, resulted in a building boom in the Baker River Valley.   In quick 

succession the ’74, ’65, ’66 and ’67 Bunkhouses were completed in June of 2014, ’15, ’16, and ’17 

(projected) respectively.    

The fundraising campaign to build a new Ravine Lodge kicked off in grand fashion with a matching gift of 

$5 million from A. George “Skip” Battle ’66 and his family in September 2015.   With about $10 million 

pledged by June 2016, the Board of Trustees voted to move forward with construction of the new 

Ravine Lodge, with completion in September of 2017.   The total cost of construction and endowment of 

a maintenance fund is $17 million.  

Let’s be in on the Finish  

The new Ravine Lodge was designed by Maclay Architects of Waitsfield, VT. Eileen Hee is the project 

manager for the Lodge as well as the ’65 Bunkhouse and all the other post and beam bunkhouses at 

Moosilauke.   As you can see from the renderings, the new Lodge captures the essence of the place.  The 

combination of post and beam construction, log trim reminiscent of the old lodge, granite of New 

Hampshire, and high tech insulation windows and roof are blended in a building that is beautiful and 

functional.  The new Ravine Lodge will be a lasting legacy of all that came before.  It is our hope that it 

will be standing in 2138 when Dartmouth celebrates the two hundredth anniversary of Moosilauke 

Ravine Lodge. 

Help us achieve our goal of raising $50,000 to fund the Class of 1965 Moosilauke Ravine Lodge 

Operations and Maintenance Endowment, a quasi-endowment designed to support operation, 

maintenance, and renovation of the facility. Income and/or principal from the quasi maintenance fund 

exceeding that needed for the Moosilauke Ravine Lodge shall be used to support other facility-related 

priorities, with preference given to priorities within the Moosilauke Ravine Lodge complex. Facilities, 
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while often lasting 100 years or more, do not last forever. In the event Moosilauke Ravine Lodge reaches 

the end of its useful life, Dartmouth reserves the right to use that facility’s operation and maintenance 

fund for another purpose determined by Dartmouth to approximate most closely the original purpose of 

the gifts. If gifts raised towards this goal don’t reach $50,000 (the threshold for a separately named 

endowed fund), gifts will be added to the Moosilauke Ravine Lodge Operations and Maintenance Fund 

for the same purpose. 

 

Background 

Mount Moosilauke has been the spiritual home of Dartmouth’s out-of-doors for over one hundred 

years.  On the last day of January 1912, Carl Shumway ’13 and classmate Eric Foster strapped on skis 

outside Crosby Hall, skied the forty miles to Moosilauke, made the first ascent on skis, and skiing the last 

twenty miles in the dark, returned to Hanover forty-eight hours later.   The College owns 4,600 acres on 

this 4,802-foot peak in the White Mountain National Forest. The first U.S. Collegiate Downhill ski race 

was held on Mt. Moosilauke in 1927, and Dartmouth hosted the first US Alpine National Championship 

there in 1933. 

The gateway to the Mountain is the Ravine Lodge complex located on the east side overlooking the 

Baker River valley. The original Lodge was built in 1938 by the legendary woodsman C. Ross McKenney.  

The new construction survived the category five New England Hurricane of 1938 and was dedicated in 

1939.  Originally constructed as a ski lodge, one of the earliest ski schools operated there from the 1930s 

into the 1950s.  

Starting in 1935, the Dartmouth Outing Club (DOC) established pre-orientation trips to promote interest 

in the outdoors and DOC.  During the 1960s, with the support of Dartmouth President John Sloan Dickey 

the College renovated the Moosilauke Ravine Lodge and it became the final destination for all Trips. 

Today the Lodge is the start of the Dartmouth experience for almost the entire (90%) freshman class, 

because of the common tradition-filled welcoming they have there at the culmination of the First Year 

Trips.  Dartmouth considers this tradition an essential element of a Dartmouth education.   

Moosilauke Ravine Lodge Built 1938 
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